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Legislative Report      October 4, 2019 
Jeannette Oxender 

News at a Glance 

Early Intervention A Must For School Takeovers, DeWine Says: Gov. Mike DeWine may 
not sign off on legislation overhauling Ohio's system for intervening at struggling school districts 
unless it allows the state to respond early to signs of poor performance. 

Rep. Blessing Tabbed To Fill Terhar's Senate Seat: GOP Rep. Louis Blessing III, also known 
as "Bill" was tabbed by a screening committee Wednesday to fill a vacancy in the the 8th Senate 
District. The seat was vacated last month by Lou Terhar, who resigned for health reasons. 

Proponents Argue Education Standards Could Ease Health Woes: Backers of legislation that 
requires the adoption of statewide health education standards told lawmakers the measure could 
help cut into rates of obesity, diabetes and other maladies. 

Lawmakers Debate Updated Bullying Bill: The House Primary & Secondary Education 
Committee accepted a substitute version HB 310. Among the changes is a new provision 
requiring school administrators to notify the parent or guardian of any student involved in 
possible bullying of an investigation of the behavior. 

Penalty Hike Urged For Illegally Passing Stopped School Buses: School districts and the 
Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association joined a mourning mother in urging senators to advance 
a measure to crack down on school bus stop warning violations. 

Group Questions Budget Provisions: The state's two-year operating budget weakened 
accountability standards for charter schools while increasing funding for vouchers, according to 
an analysis by Innovation Ohio. 

Senate Education Committee 

House Primary & Secondary Education Committee 

SB 81 SCHOOL SECLUSION To prohibit the use of seclusion in public schools. 

SB 84 MILITARY STATUS To allow an individual enrolling a student to 
voluntarily state if student's parent or guardian is a member of the Armed 
Forces.  

SB 157 STUDENT ABSENCES Regarding notification of student absences.  

SB 168 STUDENT MEALS To enact the "Hunger-Free Students' Bill of Rights 
Act" to require schools to provide certain services to students who are 
eligible for free or reduced price meals.  
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House Health Committee 

House Finance Committee 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Early Intervention A Must For School Takeovers, DeWine Says  

Gov. Mike DeWine may not sign off on legislation overhauling Ohio's system for intervening at 
struggling school districts unless it allows the state to respond early to signs of poor 
performance. 

The governor also defended the concept of state intervention in schools amid ongoing work in 
the Senate on a plan to replace the current academic distress commission system. 

"We are a very local government state. We have local school boards. Those are all important," he 
said. "But ultimately, we can't let kids fail or be in failing schools." 

Gov. DeWine said state government has a mandate under the Ohio Constitution to provide 
children with "a good education." 

"What I hope comes out of the General Assembly…is a bill that would get assistance to schools 
when we have the first indication that there is a failure in that school," he said. "The system we 
have today is we wait until that school falls off the cliff." 

Under the current takeover law (HB70, 131st General Assembly), the state must establish an 
academic distress commission – or ADC – if a district receives three consecutive overall F 
grades on Department of Education-issued report cards. 

An aspect of the Senate plan (HB 154) currently under discussion is whether additional state 
resources should start to flow to a district after it receives its first F grade. 

HB 336 EDUCATION COMMITTEE To reinstate the Joint Education Oversight 
Committee, make an appropriation, and declare an emergency.  

HB 321 SEXUAL ABUSE EDUCATION With respect to age-appropriate student 
instruction in child sexual abuse and sexual violence prevention and in-
service staff training in child sexual abuse prevention.  

SB 26 EDUCATOR TAX DEDUCTION To authorize a state income tax 
deduction for teachers' out-of-pocket expenses for professional 
development and classroom supplies.  
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Under the proposal, a struggling district could receive state funding for a root cause analysis to 
identify underlying problems and to partner with a school-improvement entity. If the state sees 
little improvement after six years, oversight would then be turned over to a school improvement 
committee – the bill's replacement for distress commissions. 

The legislation also would create a new panel, the School Transformation Board, to oversee 
school improvement in the state. 

The Senate Education Committee earlier canceled a hearing on HB154 as conversations among 
the administration, lawmakers and interested parties continue. Chair Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-
Kettering) previously said lawmakers and the administration still need to come to an agreement 
on how much funding the plan requires and where it will come from. 

Gov. DeWine said he's told Sen. Lehner he is committed to funding the intervention proposal at 
a level that ensures its effectiveness. 

"I said, look, we'll figure this out. We'll figure out what kind of money that we need because it 
has to be real help," he said. "Real help means that you have help with money as well as 
expertise." 

The governor said he would oppose any effort to repeal the existing ADC law without a new 
program for state intervention. 

"I'm not willing to back off and say we just don't care about these kids and we're not going to 
have the state do anything and we're going to walk away from it," he said. 

The state's level of involvement in the improvement process also has been a topic of debate 
among Senate Education Committee members. While Democrats favor the prior House-passed 
version of HB154, which would dissolve all existing distress commissions and largely give 
locals control of future improvement efforts, Republicans have questioned whether the Senate 
proposal is too generous to local school officials. 

Although the previous version of HB154 overwhelmingly cleared the House in May, Speaker 
Larry Householder (R-Glenford) said he could appreciate the governor's position on the need for 
the state to play more of a role in improvement efforts. 

"He's the governor of the state and at the end of the day, the buck stops at his desk," he said. 

Other points of contention among lawmakers over the Senate plan include language that could 
potentially affect collective bargaining agreements at school districts undergoing improvement 
efforts. 
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Rep. Blessing Tabbed To Fill Terhar's Senate Seat  

The Ohio Senate will have another Lou Blessing serving the Cincinnati area. 

GOP Rep. Louis Blessing III, also known as "Bill" around the Statehouse to differentiate from 
his father, a longtime lawmaker, was tabbed by a screening committee Wednesday to fill a 
vacancy in the chamber. The 8th Senate District seat was vacated last month by Lou Terhar, who 
resigned for health reasons. 

Rep. Blessing was among three candidates who applied for the appointment and was first out of 
the gate with his announcement, which came the same day as Mr. Terhar's. Former Rep. 
Jonathan Dever, an attorney, and Judith Boyce, former municipal clerk for the city of Cleves, 
were the other applicants. 

"We are pleased to recommend Lou for the 8th Senate District seat," Senate President Larry 
Obhof (R-Medina) said in a statement. "He is a committed public servant who understands what 
is important to the people of southwest Ohio, and we look forward to working with him in the 
Senate." 

Rep. Blessing stated, "I appreciate the confidence of the Ohio Senate and this opportunity to 
continue my service to the people of Hamilton County." 

Rep. Blessing is a licensed professional engineer who currently works at Super Systems, Inc. in 
Cincinnati and previously worked at Duke Energy and Nova Engineering. He holds degrees in 
mathematics and electrical engineering from the University of Cincinnati. 

Mr. Blessing's father also served in both the Senate and House during a career that spanned from 
1983 to 2012. 

Screening Panel Set: Shortly after the Senate announcement, Speaker Larry Householder (R-
Glenford) said he had convened a screening committee to review candidates wishing to fill Rep. 
Blessing's 29th House District seat, which covers part of southwestern Hamilton County. 

The panel will consist of Rep. Tom Brinkman (R-Cincinnati), Rep. Sara Carruthers (R-
Hamilton), Rep. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) and Rep. Paul Zeltwanger (R-Mason). 

Individuals residing in the district who are interested in the appointment to the unexpired term 
through December 2020 should email a cover letter and resume to Rep72@OhioHouse.gov by 
noon on Oct. 7, the speaker announced. Interviews will be conducted Oct. 8. 

Proponents Argue Education Standards Could Ease Health Woes  
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Backers of legislation that requires the adoption of statewide health education standards told 
lawmakers Tuesday the measure could help cut into rates of obesity, diabetes and other maladies. 

But multiple Republican members of the Senate Education Committee questioned whether such 
guidance from the state would be helpful to local school districts.  

Kelli Hykes said the state already requires students to receive 60 hours of health education in 
high school to graduate but needs to go further by passing the bipartisan measure mandating 
standards (SB 121). 
 
"It disappoints me that Ohio's 600 school districts have such varied health education standards," 
she said. "Too many students are missing out on developing critical skills that will enhance their 
ability to live long, healthy, active lives." 

Sen. Andy Brenner (R-Powell) asked why local districts can't adopt strong health curriculum and 
standards for health education on their own. 

Ms. Hykes said her home district, the Hilliard City School District, has done just that. 

"Unfortunately, it's not across the board across the state," she said. 

Sen. Bill Coley (R-Liberty Twp.) said he views the legislation as an "incredibly bad idea" 
because no two districts have the same health challenges. For instance, he said, rural districts 
often have students who use chewing tobacco. 

"Lifestyles in each one of these corners is very, very different and thus the health concerns of 
these different communities are very, very different," he said. 

His comments drew pushback from Sen. Vernon Sykes, who is sponsoring the bill alongside 
Sen. Stephanie Kunze (R-Hilliard). 

The Akron Democrat said if the measure was enacted it would still be "incumbent upon the local 
community to set what their curriculum ought to be." He said adopting standards, however, 
would allow the state to identify the "most effective" ways for a district to implement its own 
curriculum. 

Sarah Miller of the nonprofit Local Matters said poor health can lead to "staggering" costs for the 
state. She said adopting health education standards could help cut into those costs. 

"In Ohio, the cost of healthcare required to treat diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart disease 
alone – all of which are classified as diet-related diseases – is estimated at $6.36 billion," she 
said. 
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Angela Dawson, executive director of the Commission on Minority Health, said the state has the 
sixth-highest obesity rate for children between the ages of 10 and 17. 

"The Ohio Department of Health's recent reports indicate that obesity has reached epidemic 
levels in Ohio, like much of the nation," she said. "Children who are obese are at an increased 
risk for health problems, including those that were once primarily seen in adults: such as high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol, Type 2 diabetes and other conditions." 

Early childhood education centers and schools are "some of the best places to reach children with 
obesity prevention efforts," she said. 

Sen. Coley said there are "drastic differences" in health outcomes among different 
socioeconomic and ethnic groups. He said he feared the legislation would lead to "homogenous, 
vanilla" health education for students statewide. 

Ms. Dawson said adopting standards would not prevent a district from tailoring its curriculum to 
the needs of the community. 

"We're not taking away local choice, local decisions," she said. 

Sen. Brenner acknowledged the state has an obesity problem but questioned whether the 
legislation would improve the situation. 

"I'm not really sure it's the standards that are going to fix the problem," he said. 

The lawmaker said he also has concerns that if the legislation is enacted and the situation fails to 
improve, the legislature will be pushed to implement state-mandated testing for health education. 

The legislation also drew the support of several other interest groups, including the Ohio 
Education Association, the Ohio Federation of Teachers, the Ohio School Boards Association 
and the Ohio School Counselors Association 

Nichole Miller, president of the of the OSCA, said the measure would help schools deliver 
"consistent, evidence-based information on health and wellness to students across Ohio." 

Another bill (HB 165) requiring the state to adopt health education standards has received three 
hearings in the House Primary & Secondary Education Committee.  
 

Lawmakers Debate Updated Bullying Bill  

The House Primary & Secondary Education Committee on Tuesday began its review of 
legislation implementing a statewide system for addressing bullying in schools. 
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The panel accepted a substitute version of the measure (HB 310) building upon legislation 
(HB360, 132nd General Assembly) that sponsor Rep. Dave Greenspan (R-Westlake) introduced 
last session. 
 
Among the changes in the substitute bill, Rep. Greenspan said, is a new provision requiring 
school administrators to notify the parent or guardian of any student involved in possible 
bullying of an investigation of the behavior. 

Rep. Catherine Ingram (D-Cincinnati) said most, if not all, of school districts already have 
adopted bullying policies. She asked Rep. Greenspan what he was attempting to accomplish with 
the legislation. 

"What we're trying to do with this bill is provide a standardized statewide protocol," he said. 

The previous version required private schools to adopt rules requiring disciplinary action against 
students who bully. Rep. Greenspan said the latest version only requires such schools to adopt a 
policy regarding bullying. 

Rep. John Patterson (D-Jefferson) was one of multiple legislators to question whether simply 
requiring private schools to have a policy on bullying goes far enough. 

"There better darn well be an action of some sort," he said. 

Rep. Greenspan said the change reflects the private nature of the schools. 

"A lot of these institutions have their own sense of guidance," he said. 

A change exempting students in grades K-3 from the measure's provisions also drew concerns 
from Rep. Patterson. 

The sponsor said that change came in response to a law (SB246, 132nd General Assembly) 
passed last session exempting students in those grades from suspension and expulsion in many 
cases. 

Under the legislation, detention, suspension or expulsion could be considered for a student who 
bullies as long as written notice is given to the student and his or her guardian and they have a 
chance to explain the pupil's actions. 

The student and his or her guardian also would be afforded the opportunity to appeal a school 
administrator's bullying-related disciplinary decision to the district's board of education. Districts 
also may develop community service plans or provide counseling for students who are 
disciplined for bullying. 
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The substitute bill also contains a new provision barring parents and guardians of students from 
"knowingly permitting" hazing, which specifies that a violation is a fourth-degree felony. 

Rep. Erica Crawley (D-Columbus), who said her child had been bullied, asked when the state 
should step in to hold schools responsible for failing to act. 

"Nothing was done to the school who failed to protect my child and other children," she said. 

Rep. Greenspan said the bill has an extensive protocol for addressing schools that do not act to 
stop bullying. 

The lawmaker said the measure also would expand the state's definition of harassment, 
intimidation or bullying to include acts committed by students against school employees or 
volunteers. 

Penalty Hike Urged For Illegally Passing Stopped School Buses  

School districts and the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association joined a mourning mother 
Wednesday in urging senators to advance a measure to crack down on school bus stop warning 
violations. 

Among witnesses testifying during the plan's (SB 134) second hearing before the Senate 
Transportation, Commerce & Workforce Committee was Brittany Robertson, whose 11-year-old 
daughter, Elizabeth Rutland, was killed last month by an inattentive driver. 
 
"It's important for our children," Ms. Robertson said in emotional testimony. "This bill would 
make sure people...are accountable." 

Sen. Theresa Gavarone's (R-Bowling Green) legislation would double the fine for illegally 
passing a stopped bus and enhance other penalties while also creating a new "vehicular harm" 
felony offense for drivers that inflict minor injuries on a child by passing a stopped bus. 

Proponents say the measure is needed to push back the growing tide of accidents or near misses 
facing children at bus stops. 

"Between 2015 and 2017, nearly 4,200 drivers in Ohio were ticketed for illegally passing a bus," 
wrote Louis Tobin, executive director of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association. "That is an 
unacceptable statistic. That's 4,200 times at a minimum that the lives of a schoolchild or of 
schoolchildren were placed at risk by reckless behavior." 

One of those children was James Mahlman, 9, who told the panel he was waiting to board his bus 
the morning of Sept. 23 when he was nearly struck by a truck hauling equipment that violated the 
bus's stop arm. 
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"I think the state of Ohio should have tough laws against people who don't stop for buses and I 
think buses should have cameras so you can see license plates of those that drive past or around 
buses," the boy said. 

Kathryn Mahlman, James' mother, said she was told the bus's cameras malfunctioned and failed 
to capture the incident, leaving police with little to work with. 

The legislation appropriates $500,000 over the biennium for districts to install cameras. That 
provision in particular won plaudits from the Ohio School Boards Association, the Ohio 
Association of School Business Officials and the Buckeye Association of School Administrators 
in joint testimony. 

"The use of camera evidence greatly helps the driver in reporting incidents in hopes that 
enforcement action may be taken by police and prosecutors," said Jay Smith, OSBA's deputy 
director of legislative services. 

Sen. Vernon Sykes (D-Akron) questioned whether the number of incidents bus drivers are seeing 
has increased. Mr. Smith said with more drivers on the road, the "general feeling we're getting is 
the problem is increasing." 

Sen. Michael Rulli (R-Salem) expressed his own frustration as a former school board member, 
saying he's like "to see the punch be stronger" for violators." 

Others pushing for support included the Ohio Education Association, the Ohio Association for 
School Transportation, the Pickerington Local School District, the Olentangy Local School 
District, and St. Marys City Schools. 

Group Questions Budget Provisions  

The state's two-year operating budget weakened accountability standards for charter schools 
while increasing funding for vouchers, according to an analysis by Innovation Ohio. 

The report determined voucher expansion provisions in the budget (HB 166) could lead to public 
schools receiving $73 million less over two years. The analysis also questioned provisions 
changing automatic closure rules for charter schools and tweaking accountability standards for 
dropout prevention and recovery schools. 
 
"Given the ECOT scandal, it is astounding that statehouse leaders would loosen rules around 
failing charter schools that suck money out of Ohio public school classrooms," said Stephen 
Dyer, the Innovation Ohio fellow who authored the report. "What we need is closer scrutiny and 
reining in these payments to private schools." 

Committee Hearings 
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Senate Education  

Sen. Tina Maharath (D-Canal Winchester) said in sponsor testimony the legislation would 
require the State Board of Education to update Ohio's policy on seclusion of students. 

The lawmaker said seclusion is a "profoundly harmful practice, especially when used on children 
whose brains are still developing." 

"The purpose of this legislation is to ensure that our school districts are considering everyone's 
safety and well-being during difficult, highly intense times at school," she said. "This bill does 
not prohibit a behavioral intervention in which the student is temporarily removed from a 
learning activity; however, it does prohibit students being locked away, in a seemingly 
incarcerated, solitary manner." 

Chairman Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) said Ohio's Administrative Code already "basically 
prohibits" seclusion unless there is an "immediate risk." 

"That sounds pretty encompassing," she said. "What is it about your legislation that would go 
beyond that?" 

Sen. Maharath said the legislation is needed to codify the policy. 

Sen. Andy Brenner (R-Powell) questioned how the state would enforce the legislation. 

Sponsor Sen. Maharath said under the measure school districts would be required to provide an 
opportunity for parents to disclose whether a student has a parent or guardian who is on active 
duty or expects to be deployed during the school year. 

"The purpose of Senate Bill 84 is to provide an additional layer of protection and to ensure our 
military families have the best options possible during their school transitions," she said. 

She said she welcomes discussions about improving the legislation with her fellow lawmakers 
who have worked on military and education issues in the past. 

SB 81 SCHOOL SECLUSION (Maharath, T.) To prohibit the use of seclusion in 
public schools. CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 84 MILITARY STATUS (Maharath, T.) To allow an individual enrolling a 
student to voluntarily state if student's parent or guardian is a member of the 
Armed Forces. CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 121 HEALTH STANDARDS (Sykes, V., Kunze, S.) To require the State Board 
of Education to adopt health education standards and to require that only 
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Sen. Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland) said her measure builds on legislation (HB66, 132nd 
General Assembly) approved last session. 

Under a provision in that measure, public schools are required to attempt to contact parents or 
guardians within two hours if a student is absent without an excuse. 

"Senate Bill 157 would require school districts to contact parents or guardians within sixty 
minutes from the start of the school day, if their child has been marked absent, or if there is not 
an excused absence on file," she said. "This legislation will permit the Department the Education 
to assess an appropriate penalty, if it is determined that the school has failed to comply with 
notifying the parent or guardian." 

Sen. Bill Coley (R-Liberty Twp.) asked if it would be possible for some school districts to meet 
the requirement on days when a large number of students are absent. 

Districts could employ technology to meet the requirement within 60 minutes, but a backup plan 
also would be needed in case such a system fails, Sen. Williams said. She said schools also 
sometimes have trouble reaching parents because their contact information is not up to date. 

"We have a lot of issues to work out," she said. 

Asked by Sen. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) what kind of penalty should be levied against districts 
that fail to comply, Sen. Williams said she would leave that up to ODE because it has more 
familiarity with such issues. 

Sen. Maharath asked why notifying parents within one hour of a child not arriving at school is 
important. 

"The sooner we start looking for them, the trail is hotter," Sen. Williams said. 

Senate Minority Leader Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond Hts.) said the measure would prevent Ohio 
school districts from shaming students who do not have enough money for school lunches. 

statewide venereal disease education standards and curriculum be approved 
by the General Assembly. CONTINUED (See separate story) (2nd Hearing-
Proponent) 

SB 157 STUDENT ABSENCES (Williams, S.) Regarding notification of student 
absences. CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 168 STUDENT MEALS (Yuko, K., Maharath, T.) To enact the "Hunger-Free 
Students' Bill of Rights Act" to require schools to provide certain services 
to students who are eligible for free or reduced price meals. CONTINUED 
(1st Hearing-Sponsor) 
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"The humiliation of children for their parent's inability to pay for school lunches is disgraceful," 
he said. 

Sen. Maharath, the measure's other chief sponsor, said it would require districts to provide food 
"regardless of a student's inability to pay." Districts also would be required to discuss a student's 
meal debt with a parent, not the student, under the measure. 

"Instead of burdening and stigmatizing the student, as is often the current practice, schools and 
districts will have to take action to engage parents and guardians, determine a child's eligibility 
for free lunches, and figure out if there are underlying problems contributing to the child's 
inability to pay," she said. 

Districts also would be required to give an application for free meals to every enrolled student, as 
well as prospective students, Sen. Maharath said. 

Governor's Appointments: The committee recommended full Senate approval of the governor's 
appointments of Stephen Dackin and Reginald Wilkinson to the State Board of Education. 

House Primary & Secondary Education  

Rep. Lisa Sobecki (D-Toledo), one of the measure's sponsors, said the legislature needs an entity 
that can provide "nonpartisan, fact-based" education analysis to lawmakers. 

"I want to be clear here. (The Legislative Service Commission) does great work and is a benefit 
to the state legislature," she said. "However, it is not feasible that LSC can duplicate the level of 
expertise, and knowledge of the education system in Ohio that JEOC provided." 

Fellow sponsor Rep. Phillip Robinson (D-Solon) said in prepared testimony the committee 
helped lawmakers craft "bipartisan and bicameral ideas and solutions" to issues in education. 

"JEOC helps bring both chambers and caucuses together from the start to work on education 
issues together," he said. "As much as I would like to think all sides could come together without 
a committee, we all know it does not always work out that way." 

HB 310 SCHOOL BULLYING (Greenspan, D.) To enact the "Ohio Anti-Bullying 
and Hazing Act" with regard to school discipline and bullying and hazing 
policies at public schools and colleges. CONTINUED-SUBSTITUTE (See 
separate story) (1st Hearing-Sponsor-Possible substitute) 

HB 336 EDUCATION COMMITTEE (Sobecki, L., Robinson, P.) To reinstate the 
Joint Education Oversight Committee, make an appropriation, and declare 
an emergency. CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor) 
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Chairman Rep. Louis Blessing (R-Cincinnati), a cosponsor, said, "I absolutely support what 
you're doing." He asked, however, if the re-established JEOC should be housed within LSC. 

Rep. Sobecki said she fears if JEOC was placed under LSC, lawmakers could lose the public 
hearing process that previously took place through the committee. 

Rep. John Patterson (D-Jefferson) said nearly half of the members of the lower chamber had 
signed on as cosponsors of the legislation. He asked the primary sponsors if they had discussed 
the matter with members of the Senate, noting that initial House-passed budget (HB 166) 
included funding for JEOC to continue operations throughout the biennium. 
 
Rep. Sobecki said she has decided to "stay optimistic" after a few personal conversations with 
members of the upper chamber. 

House Health 

Sponsor Rep. Scott Lipps (R-Franklin) said the measure would mandate child sexual abuse and 
sexual violence prevention education in schools. 

"Survivors of child sexual abuse are more likely to experience later sexual abuse and have an 
increased chance of suicide," he said. "This vicious cycle can only end if we are able to find new 
ways of preventing it before it starts." 

Fellow sponsor Rep. Brigid Kelly (D-Cincinnati) said the measure has been introduced in the 
past three General Assemblies. 

"This bill would require age-appropriate instruction in child sexual abuse prevention for kids in 
kindergarten through sixth grade, and age-appropriate instruction in sexual violence prevention 
education for seventh through twelfth grades," she said. 

The Department of Education would provide free resources to schools and instructors to create 
curricula, and each district, educational service center, community school and STEM school 
would be required to include training in its in-service training for teachers and staff, she said. 

"We should give kids in our community the best chance to succeed, including the knowledge and 
support to recognize when something isn't right," she said. "By ensuring that they have age-
appropriate resources, we are prioritizing their safety and wellness." 

HB 321 SEXUAL ABUSE EDUCATION (Lipps, S., Kelly, B.) With respect to age-
appropriate student instruction in child sexual abuse and sexual violence 
prevention and inservice staff training in child sexual abuse prevention. 
CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor) 
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Responding to Chairman Rep. Derek Merrin (R-Monclova), Rep. Lipps said the bill doesn't 
differ from past versions. 

Rep. Kelly said prior versions have run out of time or met with confusion, and more hearings 
could help clarify what the bill would do. 

Rep. Lipps told Rep. Michele Lepore-Hagan (D-Youngstown) that some groups worry it is 
opening the door to sex education in elementary schools, but the measure does not cover sex 
education. 

Rep. Tim Ginter (R-Salem) asked if the curriculum would be specified in the bill or if districts 
could choose other options. Each school would choose what works best for them, Rep. Lipps 
said. 

House Finance 

Sen. Stephanie Kunze (R-Hilliard), the bill's sponsor, said the measure would allow teachers to 
deduct up to $250 in qualified expenses, such as professional development courses, equipment or 
materials used in the classroom. Ohio teachers spend an average of $600 per year on school 
supplies, and the proposal is designed to match federal deductions, she said. 

"My goal is to help enhance the federal educator deduction with an additional $250 at the state 
level because we realize that Ohio educators spend money out of their own pockets," she said. 

Rep. Michael Skindell (D-Lakewood) asked if it is linked to the federal tax deduction. Federal 
law changes mean fewer payers are itemizing on their federal returns. He asked if people who 
did not itemize on federal taxes would still be able to take it. 

Rep. Bill Roemer (R-Richfield) said this would be one of the additional deductions allowed on 
the state side even if payers don't itemize on their federal returns. 

Rep. Rick Perales (R-Beavercreek) asked how the amount was set at $250. The sponsor said that 
mirrors the federal deduction. 

Bills Passed 

SB 26 EDUCATOR TAX DEDUCTION (Kunze, S.) To authorize a state income 
tax deduction for teachers' out-of-pocket expenses for professional 
development and classroom supplies. CONTINUED (1st Hearing-Sponsor-
Pending referral) 
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HB 123 SCHOOL SECURITY (HOLMES, G., MANNING, G.)  

With regard to school security and youth suicide awareness education and training. The bill 
requires schools serving grades 6-12 to have a trained threat assessment team and to administer 
annual youth violence prevention training. Passed House 85-7 

Bills Introduced 

SB 209 CAPITAL APPROPRIATION (WILLIAMS, S.)  

To modify the purpose of a capital appropriation.  

 
Portions of this report taken from Gongwer News Service gongwer@gongwer-oh.com 


